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[K] Now if one who has immersed on the self-same day and awaits 
sunset to complete the process of purification, whose status derives 
from the law of the Torah, merely invalidates [heave-offering, 
should he touch it before sunset], the hands, which are unclean 
merely by a decree of the sages, all the more so [should be in the 
second remove of uncleanness and invalidate heave-offering, but 
have no affect upon unconsecrated food]. 


[L] Another consideration: Was the decree of uncleanness] of hands 
not [merely] so that a person [with unclean hands] will keep away 
from heave-offering? But since you tell him that his hands are 
unclean in the second remove [at which stage, the hands will 
invalidate food in the status of heave-offering], in any event he will 
keep his hands away from food in the status of heave-offering. 


There we have learned: [As to food in the status of] heave-offering 
and first fruits, people are liable on their account [for violating 
their sanctity] to the death penalty or to paying the added fifth. 
Such produce is prohibited to non-priests. They constitute the 
property of a priest. They may be nullified in a mixture of a 
hundred and one. They require the washing of hands and [in the 
case of one who has immersed for a major uncleanness], waiting 
for sunset. Lo, these rules apply to food in the status of heave- 
offering and first fruits, which is not the case [with regard to the] 
tithe [M. Bik. 2:1]. 


There you have said that tithe does not require the washing of hands, 
and here you have said that tithe does require the washing of hands. 
[That is, M. Bik. 2:1 states explicitly that one does not have to wash 
hands prior to eating tithe, while M. Hag. 2:5A is explicit that one 
does.] 


That which you say, “Tithe requires washing of hands,” is according to 
the sages; that which you say, “Tithe does not require washing of 
hands,” is according to R. Meir. 


For we have learned there: Whatever requires immersion in water 
according to the rules of the scribes renders holy things unclean 
and spoils heave-offering but is permitted in respect to 
unconsecrated food and tithe, “ the words of R. Meir. And sages 
prohibit in the case of tithe [and so require washing of hands prior 
to eating food in the status of tithe] [M. Par. 11:5F-H]. 


[E] [But it is possible to assign the whole matter to the view of sages, | 
for has that which R. Samuel said in the name of R. Zeira not been 
accepted. “What is the meaning of, And sages prohibit in the 


